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THE GREAT EXCHANGE

The mob brought him to Pilate. He had been falsely
accused. The religious leaders were jealous and
envious of his popularity and could not do anything to
stop Him. There was only one option – to get rid of
Him! 
He stood before Pilate, waiting for judgement even
though He had done nothing wrong. Pilate was willing
to release Him, so he asked, <Whom do you want me
to release to you? Barabbas, or Jesus who is called
Christ?= (Matthew 27:17). 
Barabbas was a criminal, a thief, and a murderer
(John 18:40, Mark 15:7). The religious leaders and the
mob asked for Barabbas to be released instead of
Jesus (Matthew 27:21-23, 26).
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Jesus was killed on the cross. This was God9s plan of
salvation, a plan to bring us back into fellowship with
Him. 
Sin has separated us from God – 8for all have sinned
and fall short of the glory of God9 (Romans 3:23).
Also, sin leads to eternal separation from God. 8For
the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord9 
(Romans 6:23). 

Through the death of Jesus, we have eternal life with
God. <And this is the promise that He has
promised us—eternal life= (1 John 2:25). <… God
has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He
who has the Son has life; he who does not have the
Son of God does not have life= (1 John 5:11-12).
My friend, don9t ignore God9s plan of salvation for you.
<…Repent and believe in the gospel= today 
(Mark 1:15). 8If we confess our sins, He is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness9 (1 John 1:9).  
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